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Dear President Duda,

We, the undersigned, write to express our serious and growing concerns about the continued
statements and actions by the Polish government threatening to suppress the objective study of
history and freedom of expression. As international Holocaust Studies scholars and educators,
we also write to voice our concern about the status of academic freedom in your country.

In March 2016, the Academic Council of the Holocaust Educational Foundation of
Northwestern University sent you an open letter, in which it condemned recent actions by the
Polish parliament. The Academic Council expressed its deep concern regarding the procedure
to strip Dr. Jan T. Gross, Professor of History at Princeton University, of the Knight’s Cross of
the Order of Merit. We were equally concerned about the planned legislation that would make
it punishable by law to present a different vision of the past than that desired by Polish
authorities. We asked you to immediately reverse this attack on the freedom of speech. We
interpreted the symbolic gesture against Professor Gross and the new law to represent a most
unwelcome reversal of Poland's trajectory toward open engagement with its history. The
Academic Council also perceived these developments as an attack on academia and an imminent
threat to our colleagues in Poland and those in other countries, who research the history of
Jewish-Polish relations.

Regretfully, this course of action continues and intensifies. The new law, which has now been
adopted by the Polish government and which went through the first reading in parliament, calls
for imprisonment of up to three years for any scholar who engages critically with the Polish
past. To quote the law verbatim: “Who publicly and against the facts ascribes to the Polish
Nation, or the Polish State the responsibility or complicity for the Nazi crimes committed by
the 111 German Reich, or other crimes which constitute crimes against peace, humanity, of war
crimes, or (who) otherwise greatly diminishes the responsibility of the real perpetrators of these
crimes, will be subject to fine or three years of imprisonment. The sentence shall be made
public.” Unfortunately, as we now see, it will be the police and non-specialist bureaucrats who
will decide what is factual and what is not.
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Most recently, the prosecutor investigating the statements made by one of the foremost scholars of the
Holocaust, our friend and colleague, Professor Jan T. Gross, decided to close the investigation into his
case. The prosecutor’s superiors, however, promptly overturned his decision, and thus the
investigation continues. Prof. Gross faces a threat of criminal charges. Such a course of action is
unacceptable to the international community of scholars of which Prof. Gross is a respected member.

As academics and specialists in Holocaust Studies, we strongly condemn these actions of the Polish
authorities, which not only put Poland on a collision course with freedom of speech, but which constitute
a threat to the study of the history of the Shoah. Academic freedoms, civil liberties, and freedom of
speech have been essential for the development of the Polish state and Polish democracy during the last
decades. The current political developments will place Poland among the states which try to inhibit
free speech and censor historical debates. Scholars and the broad public must have the ability to discuss
new research, even that which casts nations or individuals in an unfavorable light. This principle has
been accepted across the spectrum of the world’s leading universities and is protected by the world’s
democratic governments. One need not look any further than the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights which is supported by the U.S. government and Poland’s partners in the European Union. It
would be most troubling to see Poland’s government turn away from the possibilities promised by this
consensus, and it would isolate Poland in the intellectual, social, and economic global communities.

In this context we need to question Poland’s commitment to the underlying principles of the
International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance (IHRA), of which Poland is a member country. The
purpose of IHRA is to place political and social leaders’ support behind the need for Holocaust
education, remembrance, and research nationally and internationally — something which cannot be
reconciled with the current situation.

Please act immediately to reverse these attacks against academics, against freedom of expression and,
in its broadest sense, against basic human rights. This is a path that can only lead to further hatred and
division. Sadly, this is a lesson that those of us who study the Holocaust know all too well.

Sincerely,

Mehnaz Afridi, Assistant Professor of Religious Studies, and Director, Holocaust, Genocide, and
Interfaith Education Center, Manhattan College

Babafemi Akinrinade, Associate Professor of Human Rights, Fairhaven College, Western Washington
University

Natalia Aleksiun, Associate Professor of Modern Jewish History, Touro College

Sandra Alfers, Professor of German and Founding Director, The Ray Wolpow Institute for the Study
of the Holocaust, Genocide, and Crimes Against Humanity, Western Washington University

Tarik Cyril Amar, Assistant Professor, Columbia University

Jolanta Ambrosewicz-Jacobs, Lecturer, Jagiellonian University

Raul Artal, Professor and Chair Emeritus, St. Louis University

Marie-Dominique Asselin, Doctoral Candidate, University of Ottawa

Laura Auketayeva, Doctoral Candidate, SUNY University at Albany



Alejandro Baer, Associate Professor, Department of Sociology and Stephen C. Feinstein Chair &
Director of the Center for Holocaust and Genocide Studies, University of Minnesota

Frank Bajohr, Professor, Munich University

Ben Barkow, Director, Wiener Library, London

Lawrence Baron, Professor Emeritus, San Diego State University

Omer Bartov, John P. Birkelund Distinguished Professor of European History, Brown University

Elena Barr Baum, Director, Holocaust Commission, United Jewish Federation of Tidewater

Michael Bazyler, Professor of Law, Chapman University

Michael Becker, Diplom-Sozialwissenschaftler (Diploma of Social Sciences), Friedrich-Schiller-
Universitat Jena

Giles Bennett, Researcher, Center for Holocaust Studies - Institute for Contemporary History

Waitman Beorn, Lecturer, University of Virginia

Doris Bergen, Professor, University of Toronto

Alan Berger, Professor of Judaic Studies and Raddock Family Eminent Scholar Chair for Holocaust
Studies, Florida Atlantic University

Svenja Bethke, Lecturer in Modern European History, University of Leicester

Jeffrey Blutinger, Associate Professor of History, California State University of Long Beach

Olof Bortz, Doctoral Candidate, Stockholm University

Matthew Boswell, University Academic Fellow, University of Leeds

Laura Brade, Doctoral Candidate in History, University of North Carolina - Chapel Hill

Roger Brooks, President, Facing History and Ourselves

Michael Brown, Professor Emeritus and Senior Scholar, York University

Christopher R. Browning, Frank Porter Graham Professor of History Emeritus, University of North
Carolina, Chapel Hill

Elizabeth Bryant, Instructor, McNeese State University

Jeffrey Burds, Associate Professor of History, Northeastern University

Verena Buser, Lecturer, Freie Universitat Berlin

Grace Caporino, Professor of Literature of the Holocaust, Purchase College

Vicki Caron, Professor Emeritus of History, Cornell University

Mark Celinscak, Louis and Frances Blumkin Professor of Holocaust and Genocide, University of
Nebraska at Omaha

Anna Cichopek-Gajraj, Assistant Professor, Arizona State University

Tim Cole, Professor of Social History, University of Bristol

Julia Creet, Associate Professor, York University

Martina Cucchiara, Assistant Professor of History, Bluffton University

Sarah M. Cushman, Director, Holocaust Educational Foundation of Northwestern University

Adrien Dallaire, Doctoral Candidate, University of Ottawa and Ecole Normale Supérieure

Imogen Dalziel, Doctoral Candidate, Royal Holloway, University of London

John Delaney, Professor, Kutztown University

Hasia R. Diner, Paul S. and Sylvia Steinberg Professor of American Jewish History, New York
University

Lawrence Douglas, Professor, Amherst College

Havi Dreifuss, Professor, Tel Aviv University



Debdrah Dwork, Professor and Founding Director, Strassler Center for Holocaust and Genocide
Studies, Clark University

Hilary Earl, Associate Professor of History, Nipissing University

Yedida Eisenstat, Assistant Professor, York University

Jodi Elowitz, Adjunct Professor, Gateway Community College

Barbara Engelking, Researcher, Polish Center for Holocaust Research

Robert P. Ericksen, Kurt Mayer Chair of Holocaust Studies Emeritus, Pacific Lutheran University

Jennifer Evans, Associate Professor, Carleton University

Gabriel Finder, Ida and Nathan Kolodiz Director of Jewish Studies and Associate Professor in the
Department of Germanic Languages and Literatures, University of Virginia

Sylvia Flescher, Psychiatrist, Mt. Sinai Medical Center

Richard Freedman, Director, South African Holocaust and Genocide Foundation

Benjamin Frommer, Charles Deering McCormick Professor of Teaching Excellence and Associate
Professor of History, Northwestern University

Tomasz Frydel, Doctoral Candidate in History, University of Toronto

Alexandra Garbarini, Professor of History, Williams College

Sam Garkawe, Associate Professor of Law, Southern Cross University

Edyta Gawron, Assistant Professor, Jagiellonian University

Adam Gellert, Doctoral Candidate, University of Bristol

Benjamin Geva, Professor, Osgoode Hall Law School, York University

Esther Geva, Professor, University of Toronto — OISE

Idit Gil, Lecturer, Open University of Israel

Geoffrey Giles, Emeritus Professor, University of Florida

Alberto Giordano, Professor and Chair, Department of Geography, Texas State University

Lawrence M. Glaser, Executive Director, New Jersey Commission on Holocaust Education

Daniela Gleizer, Associate Professor, UNAM Mexico City

Dorota Glowacka, Professor, University of King's College

Joshua Goode, Associate Professor of History and Cultural Studies, Claremont Graduate University

Jan Grabowski, Professor of History, University of Ottawa

Catherine Greer, Doctoral Candidate in German, University of Tennessee

Atina Grossman, Professor of History, Cooper Union

Anna Hajkova, Assistant Professor of Modern European Continental History, University of Warwick

Imke Hansen, Researcher, Hamburg University

Peter Hayes, Professor of History, Northwestern University

Valerie Hébert, Associate Professor, Lakehead University Orillia

Dan Kupfert Heller, Assistant Professor, Department of Jewish Studies, McGill University

Kathryn Hellerstein, Associate Professor, University of Pennsylvania

Dagmar Herzog, Distinguished Professor of History, Graduate Center, City University of New York

Steve Hochstadt, Emeritus Professor of History, Illinois College

Shelley Hornstein, Professor, York University

Sara R. Horowitz, Professor, York University

Susan Ingram, Associate Professor, York University

Stefan Cristian lonescu, Postdoctoral Fellow, Mandel Center, United States Holocaust Memorial
Museum



Elzbieta Janicka, Associate Professor, Institute of Slavic Studies, Polish Academy of Sciences

Paul B. Jaskot, Professor of Art History, DePaul University

Larry E. Jones, Professor of History, Canisius College

Marion Kaplan, Professor of Hebrew and Jewish Studies and Skirball Professor of Modern Jewish
History, New York University

Samuel D. Kassow, Charles H. Northam Professor of History, Trinity College

Tanja Kinzel, Doctoral Candidate in History, Osteuropa-Institut der Freien Universitat Berlin

Samuel Koehne, Honorary Fellow and Lecturer, Deakin University, University of Melbourne

Jeff Koerber, Assistant Professor, Chapman University

David Koffman, Assistant Professor, York University

Michael Kraus, Professor of Political Science, Middlebury College

Robert Krell, Professor Emeritus of Psychiatry, University of British Columbia

Lukasz Krzyzanowski, Postdoctoral Researcher, Freie Universitéit Berlin

Hana Kubatova, Associate Professor, Charles University

Thomas Kuehne, Professor, Clark University

Susan Langlois, Associate Professor, York University

Jan Lanicek, Lecturer, University of New South Wales

Eric Lawee, Associate Professor, Bar llan University

Holli Levitsky, Professor, Loyola Marymount University

Laura S. Levitt, Professor, Temple University

Kevin Lewis, Distinguished Professor of Religious Studies Emeritus, University of South Carolina

Martin Lockshin, University Professor Emeritus, York University

Andrea Loew, Deputy Head, Center for Holocaust Studies - Institute for Contemporary History

Aliza Luft, Assistant Professor, University of California, Los Angeles

Meghan Lundrigran, Doctoral Candidate, Carleton University

Elissa Mailander, Associate Professor, Sciences Po, Paris

Walter Manoschek, Assistant Professor, Institute for Government, University of Vienna

Marcel Martel, Professor and Holder of the Avie Bennett Historica Canada Chair in Canadian History,
York University

Juergen Matthaeus, Historian, Mandel Center, United States Holocaust Memorial Museum

Jared McBride, Lecturer, University of California, Los Angeles

Elyssa McConnell, Doctoral Candidate, University of Ottawa

Erin McGlothlin, Associate Professor, Washington University in St. Louis

David Meier, Professor of History, Dickinson State University

Renee Levine Melammed, Professor, The Schechter Institute of Jewish Studies

Robert Melson, Professor Emeritus of Political Science, Purdue University

Richard Menkis, Associate Professor, University of British Columbia

David Messenger, Professor of History and Global Studies, University of Wyoming

Esther Meyers, Emeritus Professor, California State University, North Ridge

Jan-Ruth Mills, Ausley Fellow, Florida State University

Ruby K. Newman, Associate Professor, York University

Francis R. Nicosia, Professor of History and Raul Hillberg Distinguished Professor of Holocaust
Studies, University of Vermont

Jakub Nowakowski, Director, Zydowski Muzeum Galicia (Galicia Jewish Museum)



Sherly Ochayon, International Scholar for Holocaust Studies, Israel

Dalia Ofer, Professor, Hebrew University of Jerusalem

Katrin Paehler, Associate Professor, Illinois State University

Cornelius Partsch, Professor of German, Western Washington University

Jonathan Petropoulos, Professor of History, Claremont McKenna College

Michael Pitblado, Doctoral Candidate, Queen's University

Mihai Poliec, Doctoral Candidate, Clark University

Brad Prager, Professor of German and Professor of Film Studies, University of Missouri

Dan J. Puckett, Professor, Troy University and Chair, Alabama Holocaust Commission

Noel Pugach, Professor Emeritus, University of New Mexico

Lynn Rapaport, Henry Snyder Professor of Sociology and Department Chair, Pomona College

Markus Reisenleitner, Professor, York University

Monika Rice, Adjunct Professor, Seton Hall University

Nancy Rosenbloom, Professor of History, Canisius College

Lauren F. Rossi, Assistant Professor, Simon Fraser University

John Roth, Professor Emeritus, Claremont McKenna College

Antony Rowland, Professor and Chair in Modern and Contemporary Poetry, Manchester Metropolitan
University

Karl A. Schleunes, Professor Emeritus, University of North Carolina at Greensboro

Rene Schlott, Doctor, Center for Contemporary History, Potsdam

Susanna Schrafstetter, Associate Professor of History, University of Vermont

Tanja Schult, Researcher, Stockholm University

Yael Seliger, Lecturer, York University

William L. Shulman, President, Association of Holocaust Organizations and Professor Emeritus of
History, City University of New York

Sari Siegel, Doctoral Candidate, University of Southern California

Yael Siman, Adjunct Professor, Division of International Studies, Iberoamericana University

Dee Simon, Baral Family Executive Director, Holocaust Center for Humanity

Kevin Simpson, Professor of Psychology, John Brown University

Nancy Sinkoff, Associate Professor of Jewish Studies and History and Director, Center for European
Studies, Rutgers University

Kevin P. Spicer, James J. Kenneally Distinguished Professor of History, Stonehill College

Werner Steger, Professor of History, State University of New York at Dutchess

Gerald Steinacher, Associate Professor of History and Hymen Rosenberg Professor of Judaic Studies,
University of Nebraska-Lincoln

Michael Steinlauf, Professor, Gratz College

Alan E. Steinweis, Professor, University of Vermont

Dan Stone, Professor of Modern History, Royal Holloway, University of London

Eric J. Sundquist, Professor of English, Johns Hopkins University

Jason Tingler, Doctoral Candidate, Clark University

Barry Trachtenberg, Michael and Deborah K. Rubin Presidential Chair of Jewish History, Wake
Forest University

Sarah Valente, Doctoral Candidate, The University of Texas at Dallas

Stacy Renee Veeder, Lecturer, University of New York at Albany



Brian Vetruba, German Studies Librarian, Washington University in St. Louis

Paul Vincent, Professor and Chair, Holocaust and Genocide Studies, Keene State College

James Waller, Cohen Professor of Holocaust and Genocide Studies, Keene State College

Kenneth Waltzer, Professor Emeritus, Michigan State University

Mark Webber, Associate Professor Emeritus, York University

Ronald Weisberger, Director, Bristol Community College Holocaust Center

Leon Weissberg, CEO, LTW Educational Consultants and Holocaust Studies Instructor, Broward
College

Mark Weitzman, Director of Government Affairs, Simon Wiesenthal Center and Chair, Committee on
Antisemitism and Holocaust Denial, International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance

Beth Wenger, Professor, Moritz and Josephine Berg Chair, University of Pennsylvania

Edward B. Westermann, Professor of History, Texas A&M University

Tom White, Coordinator of Educational Outreach, Cohen Center for Holocaust and Genocide Studies,
Keene State College

Agnieszka Wierzcholska, Research Assistant, Freie Universitat Berlin

Laura Wiseman, Associate Professor, York University

Rebecca Wittmann, Associate Professor and Chair, Department of Historical Studies, University of
Toronto Mississauga

Any Lynn Wlodarski, Associate Professor of Music, Dickinson College

Ray Wolpow, Professor Emeritus of Secondary Education and Founder, Northwest Center for
Holocaust, Genocide, and Ethnocide Education, Western Washington University

Jamie L. Wraight, Director, The Voice/Vision Holocaust Survivor Oral History Archive, The
University of Michigan - Dearborn

William Younglove, Instructor and Teaching Supervisor, California State University Long Beach

Claire Zalc, Directrice de Recherche, CNRS - France Ecole Normale Superieure

Belarie Hyman Zatzman, Associate Professor, York University



